Re: Traveston Crossing

Trear Editor,

1 bave just seen a copy of the cur-
rent magazine and read the aracle
entitled “Valley of perennal™ about
the propased Traveston Crossing
Dram,

To say that 1 am appalled is 2
severe understatetent,

Even the headline on the from
cover — “South East Queensland’s
Last Buik Water Oprion” — is par-
ently falsc,

The decision to bulld rhe dam
was purely polirical and designed to
re-clect the present Queensland gov-
ernment by convincing the electors
of South Fast Queensland thar they
were abourt to run out of water and
thest preving on their fears of @ wa-
rerless future by promising to build
this disastrous dam 1o save them.

More than 150,000 people of

the Marv Valley will be marerially
and severely affected should it be
approved. It will remove a huge
amount of Tife giving water from the
Mary carchment with devastating
cconomic, envirommental and social
effects and i is by far the highest cost
option of any alternatives, cansidera-
tion of which have been given less
chan lip service.

The environmental impact suare-
ment (EIS) conveniently proved
what the proponent wanted it o
prove. As an example, to use mean
annual Hows over 109 vears m a
shott coaseal river characterised by
very short petiods of large volume
floads interspersed with long periods
of tiugde or no How as the benchmark
e justify the construction of this
dam is simply meaningless. [a fact,
for the vears 1999-2007 (curiously
not included in the How modelling
by the proponent), the mean annual
fow has been clase o only hall the
109 year average, while an analvsis
of the 109 year average figuris proves
chac, for 34 out of the 109 yvears, the
annual How has been between 23%
and 62% less than the longrerm
mean. 1 did sor read those facts in
the arncle.

The article mentions that the
Mary is a “wed” carchment and thar
784 of the carchment is below the
dam site, The article does not, haw-
ever, mendon rhat average rainfall
above the dam site Is up o 1 208mm

prearer than the average rainfall in
the catchment below the dam siwe.
In fagé, in normal vears, the river has
a net flow deficit below the dam site
and our to the estuary,

A dam, in ecologieal, environ-
mental and social terms, is forever,
because whatever damage is done by
its construction will have irreparable
consequences. We must be very sure
that we can live forever with those
CONSEQUETCSS.

A propusal ro build a dam which
negessitates nearly 300 mitgating
strazegies, many of which are un-
rried and unproven and affecr up
1o 18 endangered, vulnesable and
fare animals Gncluding the wenie
Queensland lunghsh). and the E1S
which is lirtered with phrases bke
“should not have any effect”, "is
unlikely to have any effect”, “needs
more derailed research, but”, hardly
demonstrates the mandatory Precau-
tionary Principle, or 4 commitment
ro ensuring that the proposed dam is
ceonomically, environmenrally and
sociathy sustainabie,

Daarryl Stewarr
Chairman.
Greater Mary Association

Drear Bditor

I have been a professional engi-
neer for almost 20 vears. | have grear
respect for Engineces Auserabia as an
organisation, and am proud of my
profession’s growing contmitment
ro sustainable development and
environmeneal vaiues, and Engi-
neers Australias role in promoting
those ideals.

So | hope vou will appreciate
that | am absoletely appalied by
the cover story “Valley of pocential”
it Tase mondhs Water Engincering
Australia magazine, The front cover
title “Southeast Queenstand’s fase
bulk water oprion” is patencly un-
true. and the article isell Is similurly
niisleading,

There i 8 very real dunger that
peaple will misinterpret the maga-
gine cover and the artcle o mean
that Engincers Australia endorses
the proposed Travesron Crossing
Dam. Indeed. proponents of the
projecr may actually promote such
a misinterpretation,

Many independent experts—lead-

ing cngineers and scientists = s
studied the proposed Travestor
Crossing Dam and found it 10 be
unrecessary, At high risk of fathure.
and environmenrally damaging
and unsusiainable. 1 am referring
o people such as Professor Sruare
White (Uiniversity of Technology.
Svdney), Professor David Williams
{University of Queensland), Profes-
sor Angela Archingron (Griffith
Lintversity}, Professor Jean Joss
(Macquarie University), Profes-
sor Gene Helfman, (University of
Georglad, Steve Burgess {IMRCCC)
and Steve Fasselt Hormer president,
Australian Warer Agsociation) - o
ramic 3 few
The latter rwo gentlemen recently
presented at another Engineers
Australia Queensland Warer forum,
which is nat mentioned or refer-
enced atall in the arricle.
Darren Edward,

Senior process engineer,
Brishane

Dicar Fdimos,

With respect to Traveston Cross-
ing. the Integrared Quantiny-Caaline
Model (IQCIA assumprions dont
care. s Jocels 1o the aren, we know
how the river performs.

The absence of a compernatinn
package fot porential externali-
gies 1o downsircam and receiving
environments makes a mockery of
the provess.

Ie will be the federal court room
and the cabiner “deals”, which hold
the fate of Traveston,

To read in more detail on the
Wide Bay Burnerr Conservarion
Councils suhmission o the environ-
mental impact siatement, which is
Forused on the potemial ecological.
ceonomical and soctal impacts likely
o oorur 50 the weceiving waters ol
the Gireat Sandy Ramsar Wettand
and the regional economy, based on
inadequacies in the EIS concerning
sdherence 1o the erms of reference,
2o 10 hnp:Nrogercun'ie:.word}"srcs\.
cam/rv-stbmission-ro-traveston-
dametsf.

Roger Curnie

Vice president and water
policy officer,

Wide Bay Burnett
Conservation Council



Paddling a message down the coast

Steve Posselt paddles toward Byron Bay on the NSW north coast.

By the time this magazine is delivered, it is expected that
civil engineer Steve Posselt would have completed a kayak
trip from Brisbane t0 Sydney bringing attention to the
impending decision concerning the proposed Traveston
Crossing Dam.

Prior to the coastal trip, Posselt kayaked down the Mary
River upon which the proposed dam is situated. He observed
that the groundwater and surface water interactions wete
quite complex and pointed out that a dam with a curtain to
bedrock would affect the groundwater system and the irriga-
tors downstream. He highlighted this as one of his concerns
if a dam was built upstream.

Posselt has been in the water industry for 37 years with ex-
pertise in mechanical equipment for the water industry, with
particular international experience on water control gates. He
said the proposed dam was the worst decision he had seen,

because the decision to commence works on the preliminary
designs was of a political nature. He was kayaking down
the coast calling for a cost benefit analysis of the dam to be
completed, confident thae much beteer alternatives would be
cealised once such a study had been completed.

“One of the interesting water facts is that more water falls on
Brisbane than the city actually uses,” Posselt said, continuing
to explain that with significant infrastructure this rainfall could
be captured through alternatives like stormwater harvesting
and aquifer recharge.

Also, Posselt said, desalination offers a more secure climate
independent source in an uncertain climatic future.

Possclt called for engineering consultants to be given a
contract with a considerable time frame ro thoroughly inves-
tigate what the alternatives are, and what these alternatives
could provide.



