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Combined cycle power only part of the answer

Dr Peter Fisher's opinion piece in yesterday's The Age on the advantages of collecting water as part of the power generation process is a timely reminder of the short comings of current water policy, according to water-engineer and wetlands advocate, Steve Posselt.

“The key truth that Dr Fisher has identified is that we can no longer capture water in the mountains, use it once and let it run to sea. There is simply not enough rainfall in Australia to supply our cities,” Posselt said.

Posselt has spent his professional life building water treatment plants and is an advocate for capturing water in cities and towns and re-using it a number of times. “It is possible that the best place for a dam in most major cities is the river on which those cities are built,” he wrote in Cry Me a River, the book that presents his study of the Murray Darling River basin from a kayak.

“It is criminal to remove pure water from the landscape, drink three percent of it and flush the rest into the ocean,” Posselt said today.

“Dr Fisher proposes one of the many solutions that we need to employ to prevent us wasting this precious resource that underpins our food supply and the well being of an increasingly dry landscape.”

Dr Fisher wrote in the Age on July 28th, “The change from traditional gravity-fed potable water supply via mountain dams towards energy ravenous processes was clearly going to push the water sector towards becoming a handmaiden of the power sector.”

Posselt said that many people who propose engineering solutions for water problems forget to take into account the huge energy costs and associated greenhouse emissions with pumping water.

--- Ends ---

Steve Posselt can be contacted at Steve@kayak4earth.com or on 0438 138 982

Posselt will paddle up the Goulburn River next month to bring attention to the impact that the North South Pipeline will have on that river. Information about his journey can be found at www.kayak4earth.
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